
 
 

      

 
         
 
 
 
 
  Printed Flexible Packaging…Should I Use CMYK
 
Many customers (or their Graphics people) are used to cre
CMYK…percentages (%) of the colors Cyan, Magenta, Y
create different colors by combining these for brochures, c
etc.  However, printing on flexible film (to create such pro
bags, foil pouches, etc) is different for a number of reason
sometimes it is foil, sometimes there are white backgroun
printing, sometimes clients want to see thru their printing 
wants an incredibly opaque/dark structure, and so on. 
 
As a result, we recommend that clients provide their artwo
PMS colors (see link below).  Here is why… 
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Black is dictated by the artwork submitted by the cl
monitors are different and set to different levels, so
way, while someone else will see something differe
stages of a printed flexible project, using CMYK co
“getting an idea” of how a printed pouch should loo

• Once we make an Electronic Proof for the client (se
reasons)…this is where the client reviews the printi
code, etc…and where we request that they change C
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• Once the customer approves an electronic proof and we receive the order…one of their 

biggest fears is “I hope the colors look the same when the pouches are printed.  Instead 
of going right into production, we’ll have our cylinder plant (because we Rotogravure 
Print…we use cylinders, not flexographic plates) make an actual printed proof.  We 
send the client an electronic picture (nothing sophisticated) to review.  98% of our 
clients approve their artwork from these electronic photos and go right into production.  
2% of our clients (which is fine…it does add time and some cost) request that we 
actually send this printed proof to them for review.  Keep in mind, this printed film is 
the thin inner liner, it is very thin and flimsy as it has yet to be laminated to other 
barrier films and converted into a pouch. 

o Here’s the KEY POINT…if a client wants to make a change…say a red needs to 
be darker or a blue just doesn’t look that vibrant when printed…if we are using 
PMS colors, we can go (both the client as well as ABC) to the PMS color chart 
and pick new colors to use and make a new electronic proof.  If we are using 
CMYK colors, we’ll need the client to provide another round of artwork, 
starting the whole process over again.  This results in delays and is not very 
efficient or effective for creating printed flexible packaging. 

 
 

            
 



 
Scanned Final Pouch (See At Close Of Document)… 
 
We feel very confident in our process and believe we have implemented the necessary steps 
to provide award winning flexible packaging our clients can use with confidence (see below) 
 

                 
 



                     


